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CTE Month



Although it is the shortest month of the year, February is filled with many causes for celebration, 
rivaling just about any other holiday season. In addition to our showering those we love on 
Valentine's Day with gifts and expressions of love, we honor Honest Abe and all of our Presidents 
with parades and three-day weekends. For us in the ROP and Career Technical Education world, 
we also celebrate February as CTE Month. This year, our always-enthusiastic, multi-talented 
College and Career Pathways Advisors ("CCPAs") were tasked with planning special activities for 
students on each of the high school campuses we serve. Students were treated to snacks while 
they visited our many displays and enjoyed hands-on, mini-workshops where they learned about 
the CTE programs offered in the various industry sectors at their schools. I want to thank our 
Program Managers, Rachelle Romero and Ken Carlson, for their guidance in making these 
much-anticipated activities happen. And, of course, to our CCCPAs for the hard work and 
outstanding efforts in making our CTE Month Celebration a huge success. Be sure to visit pages 
13-19 of this newsletter which they put together to share in this newsletter. Great job, CCPAs!
 
As long as we're looking at our calendars, please be sure to mark Monday, May 8th, for our 30th 
Annual Evening of Excellence at the Whittier Community Theatre in uptown Whittier. This 
student recognition awards ceremony is truly a special event for our students and their families, 
and you don't want to miss it! The warmth of pride and joy is everywhere which adds to the 
magic of the evening.
 
Also on our radar of events is something very important. This time next Spring, we will be 
making final preparations for our WASC Accreditation Team visit. For those of you who have had 
the pleasure of planning and working on a WASC visit, you know the fun we have in store in the 
coming months. Your TCROP Leadership Team has already been preparing for the visit, working 
closely with our Governing Board Members who are providing their professional knowledge and 
experience as we establish our SMART goals and Action Plan.
 
Yes, there is a lot of cause for celebration and next year there will be even more as we get ready to 
launch into our 50th year of providing exemplary Career and Technical Education to the 
students we so proudly serve.
 
Here's to our celebrations!

You can't just sit there and wait for people 
to give you that golden dream. You've got 

to get out there and make it happen.
 - Diana Ross

Superintendent's Meage

DR. JOHN SMITH
Superintendent

Celebrating!
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February 9, 2023

El Rancho Culinary Arts Students 

Dish Out Delectable Delights to Board 

Tri-Cities ROP Governing Board

  DR. RALPH PACHECO, President      DR. TERESA MERINO,  Vice President
 MR. KEVIN JAMERO, Clerk     ESTHER MEJIA, Member     GARY MENDEZ, Member

Being on a board is not just showing up f� �e 
m�tings. A Board Member n�ds to materia�y 
contribute to �e success of �e business.
 - Scott Weiss, American Venture Capitalist

Page 7

Our Board Members and others in attendance at 
the  February 9 Board Meeting were treated to a 
delicious meal prepared by Chef David Luna's 
Culinary Arts students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 In addition to sharing their culinary talents, the 
students spoke about their ROP experience and 
plans for their future.
 
"The meal prepared by Chef Luna's students was 
scrumptious and a testament to the many 
talents of the Chef," said Vice President Dr. 
Teresa Merino. 
 
The evening ended on a sweet note when it was 
discovered there were plenty of le�overs for 
everyone to enjoy later!
 
 

Inside e Boardrm

The second Thursday of the month is "Power 
Thursday" at Tri-Cities ROP because this is 
when the five members of our Governing 
Board join together to consider and take action 
on items placed on the monthly meeting 
agenda. The following is a quick peek at some 
of what took place at the February 2023 Board 
Meeting:

*The Board approved one instructor to attend 
the California Athletic Trainers Association 
Clinical Symposium in Sacramento.
 
*The Board approved two instructors and 31 
students to attend the HOSA State Leadership 
Conference in Sacramento.
 
*The Board approved the Superintendent and 
two members of his Leadership Team to attend 
the CAROCP Board Meeting in Sacramento.
 
*The Board approved proposed revisions to 
Board Policy 1103 - Compensation for 
Governing Board Members as presented and 
recommended.
 
*The Board approved the English Learner 
Waivers pursuant to Education Code Section 
44253.3.
 
 *The Board approved Personnel Report No. 
08-2022/2023.
 
 *The Board received correspondence from 
Business Advisory Services regarding the 
positive certification of our First Interim 
Report.
 

Chef Luna and four of his Culinary Arts students surprise 
Board Members with dinner at February Board Meeting.
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We have a new CTE Counselor! In collaboration 
with Rio Hondo College and the mutual goal of 
providing a comprehensive Career Technical 
Education program to an increasing number of 
students under the K12 Strong Workforce 
Program, Tri-Cities ROP is pleased to announce 
that we have hired Mr. Dorian Escamilla to serve 
as our new ROP Counselor. 
  
Mr. Escamilla was born and raised in Riverside. 
A first-generation college student, Dorian was an 
athlete who proudly found himself on the 
Dean's list. He has worked in this field for seven 
years but has been serving underrepresented 
populations for much longer. He has a 
background of serving formerly incarcerated, 
homeless, foster, and at-risk students. Dorian 
currently sits on the Board of Directors of The 
Seed Program, a nonprofit foster youth program 
based in Moreno Valley. His previous role was as 
an EOPS counselor and professor for dual 
enrollment programs at continuation high 
schools.
 
We know you will find 
Dorian is a great 
addition to our team

Office Assistant Extraordinaire, Kathy Shipka. 
Kathy correctly guessed Vivien Buhain as the 
first teacher to turn in her EOE nominations. 

Our winners, Kathy and Vivien, will both 
receive chicken dinners (Chick-Fil-A gi� 
cards). Congrats, Kathy and Vivien!

Winner, Winner Chicken Dinner!

1 0 8 0 0 E-News

News and Information from the ROP Center
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You Say Gdbye... ...And I Say Heo

Just prior to publishing this issue, we learned that 
our Fiscal Services Director, Anita Carlos, 
decided to accept a new position with another 
employer. Anita began working at Tri-Cities ROP 
in 2019. During her tenure, Anita served as an 
integral member of our Leadership Team. She 
set and achieved SMART Department goals, 
including improving the process for receiving, 
implementing an electronic procurement 
process, and training her staff on the new BEST 
Financial System. Anita analyzed our budget, 
crunching numbers like no other, leading the 
way to our receiving clean audit reports year 
a�er year. She was instrumental in our receiving  
CTEIG, K12SWP, and SSP grants by working 
closely with the rest of the Leadership Team, 
providing the financial information required to 
secure said grants.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 our sincere congratulations and best wishes for 
continued success.

Singer Tim McGraw is 
credited with saying, "We 
all take different paths in 
life, but no matter where 
we go, we take a little of 
each other everywhere." 
Anita, we hope the little 
of us you take with you is 
mutual respect, 
admiration, and 
friendship. We offer you

In last month's issue, we asked our readers to 
guess who they thought would be the first 
teacher to turn in his/her Evening of 
Excellence nomination form. The person 
who was the first to answer this challenge:

This month's challenge: The first person to 
correctly answer the most questions on the 
Presidential "Who Am I? quiz (see page 24) will be 
declared the winner. Submit your best guesses to 
Mia Burrola at mburrola@tricitiesrop.org. 
Good luck!
 
 

and we encourage you to 
have your students meet 
with him to learn how he 
can help them navigate 
their future pathways. He 
can be reached at 
descamille@tricitiesrop.org. 

Who Am I?



Anticipation is building as the February 28th deadline quickly approaches for nominations for this 
year's Evening of Excellence. Each year, teachers are asked to submit the names of two of their 
students who have achieved academic excellence in their ROP course of study. The nominees are 
asked to write an essay about their experience in an ROP class and provide future students with 
advice on how to achieve success in college and careers. The essays are carefully reviewed and 
graded by our Tri-Cities ROP Leadership Team. From the stack of approximately 60-70 essays we 
will receive, the Leadership Team is given the most difficult task of selecting one from each school 
site as the best. The authors of these essays are selected to represent their school and present their 
essays at the Evening of Excellence event. If you've ever attended an Evening of Excellence event, 
you know what an honor this is to both the reader and the listening audience. Many of the essays 
are personal and heartfelt and, at times, can move the students' families and friends to tears! Our 
ROP students' essays are also filled with valuable advice to their peers that speaks to the lessons 
they've learned and the secrets discovered on how to be successful in college and careers.
 
Teachers, these are your students. The students you have nurtured and mentored and watched 
grow into responsible young adults. We know you are just as proud of them as we are of you. 
Thank you for taking the time to carefully select your nominees this year.  We know the students 
and their families appreciate you. 
 
To our business partners and the general public, please consider donating to our Tri-Cities ROP 
Educational Foundation. The funds raised directly support these very deserving students with 
financial scholarships and assistance as they journey to finding success. 
 
You can donate to the Foundation by purchasing an ad (please see EOE Advertising Rate Sheet on 
the next page) or by making a direct donation by scanning the QR code below. If you need more 
info, please call the ROP office at (562) 698-9571. We thank you in advance.
 

Tri-Cities ROP 
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

BOARD
 
 

 MARIA SEGOVIA
 President

 
KIRK KAIN

 Vice President
 

 DR. DAVID GONZALEZ
 Secretary

 
 DR. JOHN SMITH

 Treasurer
 

 CATHY WARNER
 Member Click on link here!

Wanna learn more about our 
Educational Foundation?
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NEWS
from the

A Special Meage from e Foundation Treasurer

DR. JOHN SMITH
Superintendent To Donate, Scan QR Code Below
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https://www.flipsnack.com/tcrop90606/foundation-e-brochure/full-view.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/tcrop90606/foundation-e-brochure/full-view.html
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This is the second of what we hope to be a regular feature in our newsletter. The "Letters to the Editor" column 
provides a forum for you to express your opinions, your comments, and your suggestions. Share with your colleagues 
your ideas about classroom management, tips for keeping students engaged, plans you may have for professional 
development, etc. This is, after all, your newsletter!  Please feel free to submit your letters to: Tri-Cities ROP, 
Attention: Letters to the Editor, 10800 Ben Avon Street, Unit E, Whittier, California 90606. Please note: All letters are 
subject to editing at the discretion of the Superintendent. Due to space and time restraints, not all letters received will 
be published.

Letters to the Editor
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Tri-Cities ROP Superintendent Receives ACSA 
Region XV Administrator Award Nomination

Letters to the 

Editor

Congratulations, Dr. Smith!
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TCROP Student Life

Tri-Cities ROP Students Show Off Their 
Top-Notch Skills at Competitions  

Pictured above: Santa Fe High School students (Mr. Michael Griffie's class) attend 
and compete in the Architecture, Civil, and Engineering Design Drafting 
Competition at Rio Hondo College on February 24.
 
Pictured below: Mr. Bill Buttinelli's Auto Technology student Chris Marquez has 
earned a spot at the State SkillsUSA competition in Diesel Technology. Below right: 
Daniel Hernandez and Aaron Zorrila (also Mr. B's students) also advanced to the 
SkillsUSA state level for Power Equipment Technology. Congratulations, to all!

#proud2btcrop
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As a salute to our Commanders-in-Chief, we submit a Presidential crossword. If you would like a 
printed copy and/or an answer key to this or the Word Search puzzle, 

 email Mia at mburrola@tricitiesrop.org. 
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FACEBOOK 
tricitiesrop

TWIITER & INSTAGRAM
 @tricitiesrop

Foow Us!

Do you know a 
grouch? Why not 
do the grouch a 
favor today and tell 
them about the 
benefits of taking 
an ROP class?

Attention, CNAs! Are you looking for 
Continuing Education Units? Look 
no further than Tri-Cities ROP! See 
flyer for information regarding 
upcoming CNA CEU classes. The 
cost is $50. Scan the QR Code on 
the flyer to register!

A snapshot of a few FB, IG posts, and Tweets from TCROP. 
Let us help promote your class! Share your pictures and stories at 
mburrola@tricitiesrop.org  or TCROPNews@gmail.com.
 

Getting Social
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Eleanor Roosevelt is credited 
with saying, "The future 
belongs to those who believe in 
the beauty of their dreams." 
Counselors play a major role in 
helping students realize their 
dreams are attainable. Our hats 
are off to you this week, 
Counselors, for all that you do! 
Happy School Counselors 
Week from all of us at Tri-
Cities ROP.
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